— — r — — LES 
* 


* 7 1 ck — — =; — A f 


The great auty of Conſideration 


recommended. 


3 ER M O NI 


On occaſen of the 


D E A 1 Bm 
2 Thann Cooper. 


W HO 


2 


OF AT. 
* x * 4 — \ hh 3 
5 by * * * 9 « 4 


a TX 2 IT IED 


Departed this Life, Mov. 29. 1748. 
In the Seventy-ſecond Year of his Age. 


422 85; * 


285" x 
£245; 


* 
19 
n 94 


PREACHED at 
Es 7 O M upon Thames 5 
D ecember 11. 1748. # 


2 GEORGE WIGHTWICK, N 4 


— 


Mpublihed at the Requeſt of the Relations of the deceaſed,| 
— and of others. | 


— O thet they were lh that they underſtood this, tha 
y would conſider their latter end. Deut. xxxii. 20 i 


— — 


LOND ON: 7 
Printed fir [James WauGH, at the Turk's Head in» Grace 
 Church-ſtreet. M.DCC.XxLIXx. E 


k® 


Pad 


WW 


HAG GAl, i. 5. 


Now therefore thus ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, conſider your ways. 


E LF reflection, is one of the pecu- 
liar excellences and prerogatives of our 
nature, whereby the kind author of 
our being, has eminently diſtinguiſhed 

us from the creatures below us: And he expects 

we would uſe our rational powers, in a diligent 

2 of the great ends, for which he 
as committed them to our truſt: That 
we ſhould often take a review of our actions, 

and conſider the nature, tendency, and final 

i ue of them: This he indiſpenſibly requireth 

of us, as the inſpired propbet aſſureth us in the 
words of my text, now therefore thus ſaith the 

Lord of hoſts, confider your ways ; which are re- 

peated verſe 7, to denote the importance of 

attending to this precept ; and how apt the 
generality are to diſregard it. And theſe words, 
our deceaſed friend long fince choſe, for the 


ſubjef of your meditation, on this ſolemn oc- 


caſion. In which we have two things obſerva- 


ble. 
A 2 I. An 


4 The great duty of 

I. An important duty injcyned, namely to 
_ Conſider our ways. * PSs 

II. A powerful motive or argument to en- 
force it. Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts. | 
I. An important duty injoyned, namely fo 
Conſider our ways. 

 Confideration, is a duty incumbent on us, as 


—— EE een ů²— iq 2 


men and chriſtians. God gave us our think- if 
ing powers on purpoſe, that we might em- | 7 
ploy them, in a manner, becoming the ex- { 
cellency and dignity of our nature, That 4 
we might confider, whether our actions are f 
agreeable, or diſagreeable, to the eternal and x 
immutable reaſon and fitneſs of things, and fl 
the expreſs declarations of his will; whether 7 
we walk, in the general courſe of our lives, 1 


by the unerring rule of his word, and ate 
governed, by rational and religious motives, 
or whether we are under the d;minion of un- 
governed appetites and luſis; whether, we 
are in ſome good meaſure doing our duty, 
and ſerving our generation according to the 
will of Gon *, or ſerving divers lufls and 
pleaſures, and making proviſion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the Iuſts thereof . In a word, whe- 
ther our ſouls, or our Bodies, the intereſts of S 
eternity or time, have the preference, in cur 
practical judgment and eſteem. 

II. We have here alſo, a powerful motive, 
or argument to enforce it, thus ſaith the Lord 


of hoſts. 


| 2 Acts X11, 29, » Rom, xiii. 14. 


Gor 


i 
4 
$3.7 
4 , 
4 
0 
* 
Le > 
LY 
5 
* 
> 
3 
„ 
* 
7 
F 
75 
= 
N 
1 
3 wy 
* 
4 
= 
+ 
* 
k, 
14 
'S 
„ 
£ 
1 1 
i 


oy 


FFP 
. ͤ FONTS. * 
. O — 2 SE 


+ ar” 1 
Ar a Co ns 


= 
+ rn ” 
a6 1 — 7 * 
5 1 1 3 e > IO 
* * 
8 c 


confideration recommended. 5 
Gop has not left us wholly to our /iberty, 


whether we will confider cur ways or not; 


whether we will act up to the dignity of our 
nature, as it becometh our moral dependence 
on him, our obligations to him, and hopes and 
expectations of happineſs, in and from him; 
or live at random, and follow the diQates, 
of depraved nature, and obſerve no rule of 
action, but the gratification of our brutal 
appetites and luſts, No; he who is the Lord 
of the univerſe, whom all the heavenly hoſts 
revere, hath 0:/ely, and in great mercy and 
compaſſion to us, interpoſed his ſovereign au- 
thority, to engage our attention, to what he 


| bas commanded, which ſhould be held ſacred 


and inviolable, by all his intelligent and rea- 
ſonable creatures; and powerfully determine us, 
to ſuch a ſeries of actions, or courſe of life, 
as will bear the cool reflections of a conſde- 
rate mind, and afford pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
in the review, in the nearer proſpect of death, 
and an awful eternity, which immediately 
ſucceeds it. 

And if the authority of the Lord of boſts, 
of him, who is the dread ſovereign of bea- 
ven and earth, and who hath all worlds un- 


der his abſolute and ſovereign controul, hath 


not this happy effect and influence upon us, 
what will? Now therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, conſider your ways, . 
In diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall 
I. Seu, what is implied, or ſuppoſed, in 
this 
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6 The great duty of 
this precept, to confider our ways, which hath 
fo awful a ſanction, as the authority of the 


Lord of beſts to enforce it. 


II, Briefly explain it, and ſhew Tohat 3s 

more direttly included in it. | 
III. Configder, how the Lord of hoſts is fpeak- 
ing this awful language to us. 

IV. And laſtly, choſe all, with an ap- 
plication ſuitable to this Subject, and the pre- 
ſent ſolemn occaſion, | 

I. I ſhall fhew, what is implied, or ſuppoſed, 
in this important precept, to conſider our ways ; 
and which has ſo awful a ſanction, as the 
authority of the Lord of hoſts to ſupport it. 

It manifeſtly implies, or ſuppoſeth, ſuch 
things as theſe, _. | 
I. That we are generally too apt, to be re- 
gardigſ of our actions. 

. And alas! is not this the caſe, with reſpect 
to the bull of mankind? do not the gene- 
reality indulge themſelves, in a fupid incon- 


fderation, and ſuffer themſelves to be hurrizd 


through life, by the zmpetuofity and violence 


of their Had. ſtromg paſſions, and appetites, 


without allowing themſelves time, to think 
ſeriouſly, what they are doing, and whither 
they are going, and what will become of their 


precious ſouls, when Go ſhall ſummon them 


hence by death to eternal judgment? The 
far greateſt part of mankind live, as if they 
had not immortal ſouls to ſave, and an eternal 
Nate to provide for; and are as regardleſs 
| O 
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conſideration recommended, 7 
of their actions, I had almoſt ſaid, as the 
beaſts that periſh. They amuſe themſelves, 
with the trifling cares, affairs and pleaſures 
of this life, and ſeldom riſe above this world, 
in their thoughts and gefrres, 

Was the preſent life our final ate, and had 
we nothing to hope for, or to fear beyond it, 
we might /afely be as regardleſs of our acti- 
ons, as we pleaſe; and ſay in the language 
of our practice, t us eat and drink, for to 
morrow we die, But if there is another life 
after this, and a future ſtate, of reward and 
puniſhments, as undoubtedly there is, and 
we are accountable, to the righteous governor 
of the world, for our conduct, and muſt ſoon 
enter upon an eternal and unchangeable Rate, 
according to the nature and quality of our 
actions, during this ſtate of probation, which 
will ſoon be over for ever; how 7njinitely does 
it concern us, how we behave ourſelves? - 
And yet alas! the generality are too apt to be 
regardleſs of thoſe things, for the ſerious con- 
frderation of which, the kind author of nature 
hath indued them, with a power of thought 
and reffection. . 

II. That inconfideration, or not duly at- 
tending to the nature and conſequences of our 
_— is very unreaſonable, and highly cul- 
fable. 
And if Gop hath indued us with reaſon, 
that we might be capable of reflection, and of 


40 
© 1 Cor. xv. 32. 


8 The great duty of 
conſidering our ways, in order to our conduct- 7 
ing and governing our actions, by a lau, or 3 
by his will, however revealed, which is the 
| fupreme law, to all his reaſonable creatures; is 
| it not very unreaſonable to be regardleſs of F 
1 them, and to take no care, how we behave a 
ourſelves, when we know, that we are ac- 
9 countable to him for our conduct, and pro- 


1 1 . 
| feſs ourſelves candidates for a glorious immor- 17 
[ tality, and the joyful expeffants of it? Is 1 
1 not this in effect to lay aſide our reaſon, and * © 


to degenerate into brutes, and to live, as if 
we imagined, we were to die like them? 
and well would it be for thoſe, who behave 
in this manner, if death put a period to their 
exiſtence, and reduced them to their pri- 
mitive nothing? O that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would conſider 


their latter end®, 
III. I implies that the not conſidering our 


ways as we ought, is one chief ſource, of all the ! 
irregularities and diſorders, of our bearts and 0 
lives. 3 


And this is really the caſe ; inconſideration, 2 
is the fruitſul ſource, of that vice, profaneneſs, 3 
and immorality, that every where abounds and q 
prevails among mankind, A profane and $ 
diſſolute courſe of life, argues great diſipati- 
on of thought, and always proceeds from the 
want of wie and 40 reflettions ; and hence 4 
in ſcripture, folly, is another word, for Wor 4 

| an 


1 Deut. XXxii. 29. 
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and wickedneſs, and wiſdom for virtue and re- 
ligion. A courſe of ſin, is fo contrary to 


9 reaſon, to revelation, to the difates of our 
F conſciences, and of the bleſſed ſpirit of Gop, 
: to all our obligations of duty, intereſt, and 
W gratitude, to our natural hopes and fears, that 


it will not bear coo! reflection; and therefore 

the looſe and prophane, endeavour to think as 
1 fittle as they can, and to drown their 4, 

quieting thoughts, and the ſevere reproaches 
and cenſures of their own minds, in the 
affairs and pleaſures of life. 

And did men ſuffer ſuch thoughts and re- 
flections as theſe, to dwell u pon their minds, 
J am ſent into this world, to a# my 
part for a while, on this great theatre, and 
ce then to be called of the flage, to give 
e an account of myſelf unto Gop : Death, 
* which cloſely purſues, will ſpeedily over- 
« take me, and eternal judgment immediately 
enſues, and I ſhall ſoon commence, incon- 
e ceivably happy or miſerable in another 
life, according to my behaviour in this; 
* and ſhould I not be very careful of my 
actions, and have a conſcientious regard to 
F them, when the conſequences of them, are 
3 * fo infinitely awful and important? Should 
j I not engage and perſevere, in a holy and re- 
* ligious courſe of life, when I know 
* that it will make me happy at preſent, and 
infinitely more ſo, hereafter for ever? 
And be afraid of ob/tinately perſiſting in a 

B courſe 
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0 courſe of fin, when I cannot but be ſen- 


« fible, what will be the fatal cataſtrophe of 
ſuch a behaviour, and how miſerable I 
muſt neceſſarily hereby render myſelf, in 
the life that now is, and in that which is to 
* come?” I fay, did the moſt daring and 
profligate ſinners, entertain ſuch aries and 
reflections as theſe, and ſuffer them to dwell 
upon their minds, this by the blefjing of Gon, 
and the affſtance and influence of his holy 
ſpirit, would have a mighty ect upon them; 
and it would be morally impaſſible they could live 
as they do. But alas! they baniſh them from 
their breaſts, and are /oft for want of conſidera- 
tion: And this i is, no queſtion, one chief ſource, 
of all the diſorders, that are among mankind. 
IV. It imphes that confideration is the firſt 
flep, to a thorough reformation and amendment 


cc 


of heart and life. 


No' man was ever reclaimed from a courſe 
of fin, who did not firſt confider his ways, 


and ſeriouſly refieet on the errors of them, and 


of the folly and danger of ob//inately perſiſting 


in a courſe of impiety againſt Gop, A viriuous 
and a religious conduct, takes its rie from it, I 


 tomght on my ways, ſays the Plalmiſt, and turn- 
ed my feet into thy teſtimonies e. The prodigal 
is repreſented, as reflefing on his miſconduct, 
and the deplorable condition, into which he had 
brought himſelf, by the undutiſulneſs of his 
Carriage, which is expreſſed by coming to him- 


Veli 


© Pla. Cxix. 59. 


Ws. 


confideration recommended 0 & 11 4. 
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ſelf, before ever he thought of returning to his 
father. Luke xv.17, 18, 19. verſe, And 
when be came to himſelf, he ſaid, how many 
hired ſervants gf my father, have bread enough 
and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger? I will 
ariſe and go to my father. 

A wicked life will not ſtand the teſt, of 
calm reaſon and ſober conſideration ; and when 
a perſon (by the help, of divine grace) be- 
thinks himſelf, and ſeriouſly confiders, how 
miſerable he has made himſelf, by his depar- 
ture from Gop, the ſource of his bliſs, he 
then begins, to think of returning to him and 
his duty. | 

V. and laſtly it implies, that conſideration 


is of the laſt importance to us; and that the 


want of it, will eventually prove fatal, 


The great ſolemnity, with which the pre- 


; 
_ 
* * = 
: >. 
* = 


* 


cept in the text is introduced, ſhews the 


abſolute neceſſity, and infinite importance of 


* 


obedience to it; and that the want of this, will 


be attended with the moſt dreadful conſe- 
quences, Hereby we ſhall reſſt and grieve the 
holy ſpirit, and provoke him to withdraw his 


bleſſed influence; become an eafie prey to temp- 


tation and be gradually hardned through the 
deceitfulneſs of jin ; looſe the favour of Gop, 
and the peace of our conſciences ; extinguiſh 
our hopes, awaken our fears, and plunge 


ourſelves into everlaſting ſcenes, of remedi- 


Jeſs woe and miſery, 
And thus I have ſhewed, what is implied, 
| B 2 or 
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12 The great duty of wn N 


or ſuppoſed, in this important precept, to con- 
ter our ways; and which hath js awful a 
ſanction to ſupport it, it implics or tuppoſes, 

That we are generally too apt, ts be regard- 
lefs of cur actions. 

That inconfideration, er not duly attending 
fo the nature and conſequences of them, is ve- 
ry unreaſonable, and highly cul; able. 

That the not conſidering cur ways as we 

 eught, is one chief ſource, of all the irregulari- 
ties and diſorders of our hearts and lives. 

Aud laſtly, that confideration is of the laſt 
importance to us, and that the want of it, 
will eventually prove fatal. 

I come now to the 

IT. General head, namely to explain the great 
duty of confideration, and to ſhew, what is 
more direetly included in it. It man:jeſtly 
includes in it fuch things as theſe. 

I. Aſerious review of our paſt lives. | 

Conſideration has a retreſpect, to our paſt 
lives and actions, and includes, that we 
ſhould often take a rev/ew of them, and ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, how we have behaved ourſelves, 
in the general courſe and tenour of our lives. 

G OD has indued us, with a capacity of 
thought and reflection, that we might take a 
review of our conduct, and compare our 
actions, with the rule of them, and confider 
how far we have walked agreably or. diſ- 
agreably to it. We ſhould often take a view 
of ourſelves in the mirrour of Gop's word, 
in order to find out the true features and 

com- 


conſideration recummended 13 


complexion of our minds, and thus ſurvey the 
ſeries of our actions, in order to diſcover and 
reform, whatever is amiſs, in the temper of our 
minds, and the courſe of our lives; and while 
we are thus looking, into the perfect law of 
liberty, into the revelation of the divine Will, 
which preſcribes ſuch excellent rules and pre- 
cepts, for the conduct of life, as if carefully 
followed, will put us into a ſtate of the trueſi, 
and moſt defirable freedom; we ſhould take 
care, that we be not /ke unto a man bebolding 
his natural face in a glaſs; for be beholdeth 
himſelf, and goeth bis way, and ſtraitway forget 
eth what manner of man be ua. We ſhould 
look upon our paſt lives in this /ight, in or- 
der to fix our moral and religious character, 
and find out the true ſpiritual tate and condi- 
tion of our ſouls. 

This is an employment, becoming the dig- 
nity of a reaſonable mind, and a matter of 
infinite importance; for all the actions of our 
lives, will be called over again, and narrowly 
fifted and ſcanned, by the righteous lau- giver 
and judge of the world, who will bring every 
work into judgment, with every ſecret thing ube- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil i; and give ta 
every man according to his ways, and according to 
the fruit of his doings *, and therefore we ſhould: 
frequently and ſeriouſly reflect upon them. 
II. It includes humbling impreſſions of the 
fins and miſcarriages of our hearts and lives. 
We ſhould reflect upon every inſtance of 


diſobedience 
James i. 23, 24. t Eccle. xii. 14. h Jer. xvii. 10. 


14 De great duty of 
diſobedience and ingratitude to Gop ; of injuſtice 
and uncharitableneſs to our fellow creatures ; 
and of intemperancè, and excels of every kind, 
with reſpect to curſelves with grief and ſhame, 
with ingenuous ſorrow and remorſe, with ſelf- 
abaſement and contrition of foul, We ſhould 
be humbled for the omiſſion of every known 
duty, and for the commiſſion of every known 
in; for our miſimprovement, of the varicus 
talents, our great Lord and Maſter, has com- 
mitted to our truſt, and the ungrateful abuſe, 
of the patience long ſuffering and forbearance 
of God ; that we have hitherto made fo lit- 
tle progreſs in real vital religion, notwith- 
ſtanding the means of grace, and all the helps 
and advantages he has been pleaſed to afford 


Us. 


The deſign of conſdering our ways, is to cor- 
rect the errours of them, to awaken us to repen- 
tance, and a thorough reformation and amend- 
ment of heart and life; and therefore when- 
ever we look back upon our paſt lives and 
actions, we ſhould reflect on every inſtance 
of our miſconduct, with grief and compuncti- 
on of ſoul; and take ſorrow and ſhame to our- 
ſelves, in proportion to our guilt. 

III. If includes a frequent examination into 
our preſent bebaviour, in order to diſtover, 
and reform whatever is amiſs in it. 

We ſhould not only reflect on our paſt lives, 
and be humbled for the ins of them, but we 
10 5.41 n ſhould 


i James i. 24, 25. 
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ſhould conſider our preſent behaviour 3\ whe- 
ther we are engaged in a courſe of ſin and 
wickedneſs, or in a holy and religious courſe of life; 
whether we mind only our bodies, and the 
periſhing intereſts, of this frail dy ing life; or 
whether we are chiefly concerned for our 
ſouls, and the everlaſting intereſts, of the other. 

The conſideration of our ways injoined in 
the text, includes a diligent and impartial en- 
quiry, into our preſent conduct, in order to 
our paying a more exact and perfect cbedi- 
ence, to the. holy laws of Gop, for the future. 
This happy effeft it had upon the pſalmiſt, 7 
thought on my ways, and turned my feet into 
thy teſtimonies. In that forementioned place, 
pſal. cxix. 59. © 9. d. I thought what I had 
e done, and what I was doing, and what I 
* ought to do, and hereupon regulated 
«© the whole of my behaviour, by the unerr- 
te ing rule of thy word, and reformed what- 
„ ever was amiſs in my conduct.“ This is 
the end and deſign, of conſidering our ways, 
and this by the divine bleſing, will be the 
happy fruit of it, 

IV. It includes a diligent enquiry, what 
are our reſolutions with reſpect t to our future 
behaviour. 

Whether if we are engaged in a cond of ſin 
we are determined, obſtinately to perſiſt in 
it, or to abandon it (by the help of divine 
grace) immediately, — to betake ourſelves, 
to a new and better courſe of life. Whether 

we 
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we are reſolved to live in the wilful othifli- 
on of any known duty, or peremptorily de- 
termined, to live in the Faithful diſcharge, of 
the ſeveral duties incumbent on us. To 


make our 041 perverſe will, or the holy will 


of Gop, the rule and meaſure of all our 


actions. To purſue a wor/dly felicity, as our 


chief good and ſupreme happineſs ; or to chuſe 


Gop for our portion, to center in him as our 


proper happineſs, and to ſeek for ſatisfying 


Felicity in him alone. 


A due conſideration of our ways includes, a 
diligent inquiry, how we are determined to 
behave in future life: And this by the bleſſ- 
ing of Gop, is the moſt lixely expedient, to 
awaken and keep up religious impreſſions, and 
to make us more bumble and circumſpect in our 
walking with him. 

V. And laftly it includes, a due attention 
and regard, to 2 conſequences of our actions, 
and the final iſſue and reſult of them; or fre- 
quent and ſerious meditation, on the fad cataſ- 
trophe ; of a courſe of impiety and rebellion 
againſt Gov. Eat, 

And this feems be to thiefly intended; in the 
text. If we would confider our actions as 
we ought, we muſt look before us to the 


final iſſue of them, and bethink - ourſelves 


where the deceitful paths of fin, if purſued, 
will Kad us at laſt, and how er l, we 
ſhall One invited render ourſelves for- 


erer. 
8 
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Gop has given us a power of looking be- 
fore us, and anticipating the moſt formidable 
evils which threaten us; a proſpect into futuri- 
ty, as to the conſequences, and final iſſue of 
our own actions, and we can eaſily preſage, 
what will be the accur/ed fruits of a courſe of 
unrepented ſin, and that this, when it is finiſhed,” 
will bring forth death, the living torments 
of the ſecond death*, and plunge us, into 
everlaſting ſcenes of woe and miſery ; and 
aſſuredly expoſe us, to the gnawings of that 
worm that never dies, and the ſcorchings of 
thoſe flames, that can never be quenched **+ 
« Blefled Gor! may we all of us attend 
e to the conſequences of our actions, ere it 
ce be too late, and conſider in the day of our 
« merciful viſitation; tbe things that belong 
* foour peace, before they are bid from our eyes, 
e and ſo as to prevent thoſe bitter and cut- 
“ ing refleftions, we ſhall otherwiſe make 
t upon ourſelves, in the doleful regions of 
&« everlaſting terrour and deſpair, where there 
ce ſhall be weeping and wailing and gnaſhing ' 
« of teeth"; fruitleſs repentance, and never 


« ceaſing woe and miſery”, | 
And thus I have explained the great duty of 
conſideration, and ſhewn, what is more direftly 
included in it. | 
It includes, a ſerious review of our paſt lives. 
Humbling impreſſions of the errors and miſ- 
carriages of them. : 4 


james j. 11. * Mark ix. 46. Mat. viii; 12. 
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A frequent examination of our preſent beha- 
vicur, in order to diſcover and reform, what- 
ever is amiſs in it. 

A diligent enquiry, what are our reſolutions, 
with reſpect to our future conduct. 

And laſtly, a due attention and regard, to 
the conſequences of our actions, in the final iſſue 
aud rejult of them; or frequent and ſe- 
rious meditating on the fatal cataſtrophe of a 
courſe of ſin. 

I come now to the 

III. General bead, namely to ſhew, how the 
Lord of hoſts, is ſpeaking this awful language to 
us. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, confider your 
Ways. 

q He is thus ſpeaking to us by his word, and 
the landing miniſtry of it. 

The deſign of a gracious Gop, in a the 
revelations of his will, is to awaken our rati- 
onal powers, and to engage us to bethink our- 
ſelves to be wiſe, and to ſhew ourſelves men. 
To excite us to ſuch a courſe of action, as 
will, through the meritorious righteouſneſs or 
ſatisfaction, and prevailing interceſſizn, of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſecure to us the happineſs, 
and /creen us from the miſery of the life to 
come ; this is the wiſe and merciful deſign 
of the Gop cf all grace, in all the diſcove- 
ries of his will, and in the fanding miniſtry 
of his word. 

The commiſſion and office of miniſters, how- 
ever diſlinguiſbed, is to do their utmoſt, to 


| Pere 
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ferſwade ſinners to bethink themſelves, and 
to mind their great and everlaſting concerns, 
now, while tis the accepted time, and the day 
of ſalvation, and before they have irrecovera- 
bly hot the favourable opportunity for ever. 
To exhort, intreat and beſeech them, in the 
bowels of our Lord Jeſus, to be reconciled to 
Gop, to lay down the weapons of their war- 
fare, and to return to their duty and allegi- 
ance to him; to command and charge, all 
men every where to repent, becauſe he hath ap- 
pointed a day, in which, he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, by that man, whom he 
hath ordained, whereof” he hath given afſur- 
ance unto all men, in that he bath raiſed him 
from the dead. And to endeavour to perſuade 
men ſometimes by the terrours of the Lord, 
to abandon their ſinful practices, and at other 
times, by the mercies of Gop?, to preſent their 
bodies their whole ſelves, ſoul and body, entire- 
ly to his intereſt and ſervice, and to glorifie 
him in their bodies, and in their ſpirits which 

are his". Nc. 
And is Gop thus ſpeaking to us, and ſhall 
we be deaf to his repeated exhortations and 
commands, which juſtly challenge our utmoſt 
attention and regard? See that ye refuſe not 
him that ſpeaketh ; for if they eſcaped not who 
refuſed him; that ſpoke on earth, much more ſpall 
not we eſcape if ne turn away from bim that 


eaketh from heaven *, 
X C 2 II. He 


Acts xvii, 31, „ 2 Cor. v. 11. 4 Rom. xi i. i. 
7 1 Cor. vi. 20. f Heb. xii. 25. 
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IT. He zs thus ſpeaking to us by the voice of 
our own conſciences, and the diflates of his boly 
Spirit. 

Our own conſciences, which are Gop's 
vicegerents, and advocates in our breaſts, 
ſtrictly command and charge us, to attend to 
what the Lord of hoſts is ſpeaking lo. us, and 
to comport with every intimation of his will, 
and applaud, or upbraid us, as we regard or 
diſregard it; and we feel a ' form and tempeſt, 
or a bleſſed calm and ſerenity within, as we 
obey, or diſobey, the dictates of our con- 
ſciences. 

And the bleſſed motions of the good ſpirit of 
Gop, always fell in with the faithful checks 
and remonſtrances of a well informed conſci- 
ence ; he ſupports its authority, enforces obe- 
dience to its dictates, and urgeth us to com- 
port with them. And ſhall we refuſe to 
hear and confider what Gop is ſpeaking to 
us by the voice of our conſciences, and the 
aiftates and motions of his Holy Spirit? Shall 
we offer violence to the light and convickion 
of our minds, and refiſt and grieve his Holy 
Spirit? Grieve not the Holy Spirit of GO D, 
fays the Apoſtle, whereby ye are ſealed unto 
the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. 

IIIdly, and laſtly, GOD is ſpeaking this. 
language to us, by all afli&iive diſpenſations in 
ge 1 and by this ſolemn providence in Per- 
ticular. 


The 
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The language of Gop in all aflifive dife 
penſations, is, in the day of adverſity conſider, 
Eccleſ. vii. 14, ** Conſider the nature, au- 
e thor, end, and procuring cauſe, of thy af 
& flictions, ſo as to comport, wich my merci- 
« ful deſign in them, confider thy fins, as 
te the ground of my controverſy with thee, 
ce ſo as to be humbled for them, to forſake 
« them, and return to thy duty.” And 
ſurely it is meet to be ſaid unto GOD, I have 
born chaſtiſement, I will not offend any more: 
That which I ſee not, teach thou me; if I 
have done iniquity, I will do ſo no more, Job 
xxxiv. 31, 32. Shew me Wherefore thou con- 
tendeſt with me. When God is ſpeaking to 
us in his awful diſpenſations, we ſhould dili- 
gently attend to the language of his provi- 
dence ; this he expects and requireth of us; 
and it is mentioned as a brand of infamy and 
reproach on the wicked, that they regard not 
the work of the Lord, nor conſider the operation 
of his hand, Iſa. v. 12. And that they will 
not behold the majeſly of the Lord, 1. e. take 
any notice of his providential diſpenſations, 
though the glory of his attributes and perfec- 
tions ſhines ever ſo brightly in them, Ja. 

xxvi. 10. A 
And as this is the language of all affliftive 
diſpenſations in general, ſo alſo of this ſolemn 
providence in particular. Gop by the remo- 
val of our deceaſed friend, into the eternal 
world, 

Job x. 2. 
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world, is now ſpeaking to us in the language 
of the text, and calling upon us, To con/ider 
our ways, to reflect upon our conduct, fo as 
to repent of our fins, amend our lives, and 
mind the important affairs of our fouls and 
eternity, now, while it is day, and before the 
night cometh, in which no man can work . 
And to do, whatever our hand findeth to do, 
with all our might, becauſe there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 
grave, whither ue are all going*; that fo 
we may not be fatally furpriged by death, 
and ſummoned to judgment, before we are 
ready to give an account of ourſelves unto 
GOD; but be habitually and actually ready 
for our approaching change, that whenever it 
cometh it may find us in a prepared ſtate 
and frame, and tranſmit us to the world of 
life, and uſher us into the joy of our Lord. 

And thus I have briefly ſhewn, how the 
Lord of hoſts is ſpeaking this awful language to 
us. He is thus ſpeaking to us, by his word and 
the landing minijtry of it, By the voice of 
our own conſciences, and the diftates of his ho- 
ly Spirit. And laſtly, By all aflictive diſ- 
penſations in general, and this ſolemn provi- 
dence in particular, Thus faith the Lord of 
hoſts, Confider your ways. 

I ſhall now cloſe all with an application 
ſuitable to the ſubjef?, and the preſent ſolemn 


occaſion, (20 What 
"Fix: 1.) Wha 
e John ix. 4. f Ecclel. ix. 10. | 
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(..) What reaſon have we to be deeply bum- 
bled before G OD, that we have been hither- 
to no more mindful of what he kath fo expreſly, 
and with fo much ſolemnity injoined? 

That we have been fo 7houghtleſs of our f 
ways, and ſo regardleſs of our actions, in de- 
fiance of his authority; and tho' we know, 
that the fate of an whole eternity of the 
greateſt happineſs or miſery depends upon it. 
That we have made no better uſe of our 
thinking power, and that we have hitherto 
thought to ſo little purpoſe, That we are ſo 921 
regardleſs of our pa lives, and of the fins 
and follies of them; and ſo znconfiderate with 
reſpect to our preſent behaviour, and future 
conduct, and the final iſſue of that courſe of 
life, in which we are engaged, notwith- 
ſtanding all the means, a gracious Gop is 
pleaſed to make ule of to bring us to ſerious 
conſideration. Let us then be deeply humbled 5 
on this account. [i 
| (2.) Let us carefully guard againſt incon- 
federation for the future; and beg of GOD | 
for the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, for this 4 
purpuſe. ap” + 

Let us ſhake off inconſideration, which is 
a bold contempt of the authority of Gop, and 
a high indignity and affront, to his ſacred 
Majeſty, and a great reproach to our reaſon- 
able nature, and the chief ſource of all the 
fins and follies of our hearts and lives, Let 1 
us ſeriouſly reflect on our preſent behaviour, 1 


: 
6 
17 
o 
: 
3 
wil! 
. 
” 
-H 
w 
* 
7 
L 
3 
U 
4 
' 
4 
8 
21 
41 
N 
' 
i 
, 
þ 


 » ID + CC Ss 4 — . — 
£5 * 8 
— —ä——— 2 — — — — 4 — — —— — K * 


** ** 
— = _ - 


nn. ut 
— — v — 


24 The great duly of 


and conſider what we are doing, and what 
will be the final iſſue of our conduct. Whe- 
ther we are engaged in ſuch a courſe of life, 
as will afford pleaſing reflections, and comfort. 
able bopes, in a dying hour, and enable us to 
ſay with the apoſtle, in the nearer views of 
death and eternity, our rejoicing is this, the 
teftrmony of our conſciences, that in ſimplicity, 
and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
but by the graceof GO D, we hoe had our 
converſation in the world”, We have fought 

a good fight, we have finiſhed our courſe, and 
kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for 
. us @ crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the. righteous judge will give us at that day. 
Or whether we are engaged, in ſuch a courſe 
of life, as our own conſciences condemm and 
reprove us for, and will fill us with horror 
and amazement, with anguiſh and deſpair in 
a dying hour, and be a never-failing ſpring of 
miſery in the world to come. 

Let us then beg of Gop, to awaken us to 

07s confideration, and to fix our attention, 
an thoſe things, in which our everigſting in- 
tereſis are moſt nearly concerned; and to 
enable us by his grace, ſo 10 confider our 
ways as to reform whatever is amis in our 
conduct; and jo to order our conver ſation, as 
that we may at laſt ſce bis ſalvation®, and 
ſhare in the everlaſting joys and felicities, of 
the — ſtate. 


(30 And 
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(3.) And Laſtly, Let it be our pious reſolu- 
tion, (the grace of GOD aſſiling us) to be 
more mindful of this excellent precept he has 
given us, for the conduct and government of 
our hearts and lives, and more careful to 05 
ſerve it for the future. {| 

Let ſuch of you, as have been hitherto al- ' 
together regardleſs of your ways, begin now | 
to think ſerioufly of them. Conſider with | 
yourſelves, are you not injoined this, by J 
the authority of the eternal Gop, and is his | 
authority to be ſighted and diſregarded ? Is 
not he calling upon you by all the methods 
of his providence and grace, to conſider your 
ways, and will you be regardleſs of them, 
and go on to provoke him by your fins, when 
you know that hereby you muſt neceſſarily 
render yourſelves miſerable at preſent, and in- 
conceivably more ſo hereafter for ever? Has 
the ſovereign Lord of your lives allowed you 
but a ſhort ſpace for conſideration, for, alas! 
What is your life, it 1s even a vapour, 'rohich 
appeareth for a little while, and then vaniſheth 
away; and will you not improve it as you 
ought, and think to ſome purpoſe ? Is not the 
time approaching, when you will be forced 
to think of your ways, whether you will or 
not“, and when, alas! your thinking of 

them 


1 James iv, 14. 


n Ja the latter days ye fhall conſider it perfe2ly „er. 


xxiii. 20. 
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them will ſerve only to increaſe your miſery; 
and is it not uch better to think of them now, 
while it is the proper ſeaſon for it, and there 
is Hope of mercy, than when it will be too 
late, and your reflections, on your paſt fins 
and miſcarriages will be the chief ingredient 
of your miſery, and accent it for ever? Then, 
when your d: iſquieting and deſpairing thoughts 
will be the executioners of divine vengeance, 
and ting like a ſerpent, and bite like an adder 
for ever; and adminiſter food for that worm 
that never dies; and fee! for thoſe flames 
that can never be quenched ? 

Let it then be your pious reſolution (the 
grace of God aſſiſting you) to be more 
thoughtful and conſiderate of your ways for 
the future, and let the language of your ſouls 
be, 5 Lord, I bluſh and am aſhamed to 

« think, that I have been ſo unmindful of my 
* duty in this reſpect ; that I have behaved 
& ſo unbecoming my reaſonable nature, my 
* ſtate of ahhelute ſubjection to thee, and de- 
* pendance on thee, for all my happineſs ; 
and fo contrary to the infinite obligations 
* thou haſt laid me under, by the wonders 
* of thy redeeming love and grace, to a life 
© of obedience and devotedneſs to thee, and to 
my hopes and expectations of a glorious i im- 
** mortality in the enjoyment of thy bleſſed 
ei ſelf, with aubom is the fountain of life and 
ei felicity. I am now w deeply ſenſible, how 

X Be 1 infinite- 


. 
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© infinitely it concerns me, to put in practice 
te the great duty of confideration, which has 
ce been recommended, and which thou haſt 
t enforced by thy ſovereign authority, and 
te am peremptorily determined (by the help of 
te thy grace) to ſet about it immediately, and 
e without further delay; to be more thought- 
ful of my ways, and watchful of my con- 
* duct; to walk fo as to pleaſe thee®; and to 
& ſtudy to ſhew myſelf approved unto thee * ; 
« and to labour, 5 whether preſent or 46. 
ys „ ent, J may be accepted of thee ®, To en- 
gage and continue in ſuch a courſe of life, 
&« as will prevent the raging anguiſh, and 
" fearful deſpair of an accuſing conſcience , 
* and afford ffrong conſolation under all the 
various affi&#rve ſcenes of life, and in the 
© nearer views of death, and be a never fail- 
* eng ſpring of peace and pleaſure through 
* the ages of eternity. Bleſſed Gop! do 
* thou ſtrengthen and confirm theſe my 
* good purpoſes and reſolutions, and make 
them effectual; May thy grace be ſufficient 
« for me, and thy ſtrength made perfett in my 
8 weakneſs 1; and do thou work in me both to 


« will and to do of thy good pleaſure *.” 


It being uſual, on ſuch ſolemn occafrons as 
theſe, to ſpeak of the dead, I preſume it will 
D 2 - 2 

„ 1 Theſ.iv.1. © 1 Tim. ii. 18. 7 2 Cor. v. 9. 

1 1 Cor, xii. 9. r Phil. ii. 13. | 
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be expected I ſhould ſay ſomething concern- 
ing our deceaſed frieud. 

Your ing acquaintance with him renders 
my ſaying much altogether needleſs I was 
never fond of drawing the character of the 
pious pead, who are got ſafe to that bleſſed 
world, where our praiſes and cenſures are but 
little regarded. Mankind are generally ſo 
blind and partial to themſelves, and ſo quick 
Jighted, to eſpy the faults and miſcarriages of 
others, and ſo unmercifully ſevere in their re- 
marks and cenſures upon them, that the- /eſs 
is ſaid upon theſe occaſions the better, Diſ- 
courſes of this nature are not deſigned to be 
encomiums on the dead, but for the benefit of 
the living, who know that they muſt die", and 
to excite them to a diligent preparation 
for it. 

When I viſited the deceaſed he was draw- 
ing apace to his end, and zncapable of expreſ- 
{ing himſelf; The pains of death had ſeized 
him, and he was conflicting wth the king of 
terrors. Gop had exerciſed him with vari- 
as. afflictions in the courſe of his life; and 
the great weakneſs of his lungs, under which 
he /aboured many years, was no ſmall trial 
of his faith and patience, and Jong fince 
threatened his diffolution; but Gop was 
pleaſed to lengthen out his days to a good old 

age; and I hope his boary head was found 1 . 
ze 
{  T Eccleſ. ix. 5. 
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the way of righteouſneſs * ; and that he is come 
to his grave like as à ſhock of corn cometh in 
its ſeaſon *, 

I ſhould not do juſtice to his character, 
and am afraid ſhould juſtly incur the cenſure 
of his nerghbours, by whom he was univertal- 
ly loved and eſteemed, ſhould I ſay nothing 
of his readineſs to do all kind offices for them, 
on all proper occaſions; and allo of this chri/- 
tian ſociety, ſhould I paſs over in filence his 
diligent attendance on the publick worſhip of 
Gop. We are all witneſſes, through what 
difficulties he would come fo far, at all ſea- 
ſons, and in all weather, to join in it, when, 
alas! ſo many will ſcarce flep out of their 
doors, to give the word of Gop the hearing. 
If we may judge of the temper of his mind, 
by his laudable practice, we may reaſonabl 
conclude, he breathed ſomewhat of the Pſal- 
miſt's ſpirit, when he faid, A day in thy 
courts is better than a thouſand ". Twas glad 
when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the houſe 
of the Lord". One thing have I deſired of the 
Lord, and that will J ſeek after, that I may 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord, all the days of | 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and N 
to inquire in his temple. Gop grant, his J | 
pious example, in this reſpect, ſo worthy of 
imitation, may excite a noble emulation in 

| others 
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others to copy after it, in this Jog/e and dege- 
nerate age, in which iniqnity abounds, and the 
love of many waxeth cold; and lo many, 
even of profeſſors themſelves of all deno- 
minations (I am ſorry to ſay it) make no 
conſcience of ftatedly worſhipping Gor, in 
the ſolemn aſſembly ; but forſake the afſembli ng 
of themſelves *, to the diſhonour of Gop, and 
the ſcandal of our holy religion And is 
not the vibe lamentable decay of ſerious reli- 
gion and practical godlineſs, and the growth of 
vice, profaneneſs, and immorality of every 
kind, very much owing to this deteftible 
praffic which ſeemeth to be a grow!mg 
evil 
Let me expoſulate a little with ſuch. Do 
you own the authority of Gop, and dare 
you trample upon and defp 40 it? Do you call 
yourſelves Chriftrans, profeſs obedience 
and ſabjection to Criſt, and will you bid 
defiance to his laws, and pay no regard to the 
folemn appointment of his worſhip? Will you 
giſcourage and grieve his faithful miniſters 
and ſervants, and harden and encourage others 
in their profane contempt or neglect of the 
publick worſhip of Gop, by your ſcandalous 
examples in this reſpect; by your thus ſhame- 
Fully affronting and diſbonouring him, and 
declaring, that you care not what becomes 
of bis cauſe and intereſt in the world? Have 
| you 
Matt. xxiv. 12. 2 Heb. x. 25. | 
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you not loſt the Chriſtian, and are you not 
funk into a worldly ſpirit and converſation, 
and grown cold and indifferent, in the buſt» 
neſs of religion, and the important affairs of 
your fouls: and eternity? Has not Gop ap- 
propriated one day in ſeven to himjelf and 
ſervice ; and is he not to be publickly worſhip- 
ped ſomewhere, every Lord's day, and is not 
this profaned, when his prublick worſbip is 
wilfully neglected? Will not your praying 
and hearing ſeaſous ſoon be over, and ſhould 
you hot be careful to improve them before 
they are % for ever? Will you not make 
conſcience of the diſcharge of your duty in 
this reſpect, though you know the time is 
coming, when you would give ten thouſand 
worlds were this in your power, to regain 
thoſe bleſſed opportunities you have miſimpro- 
ved, and irrecoverably 4% for ever; and with 
what bitter remorſe and anguiſh, will you 
one day reflect, on the wilful omiſſions of 
this nature? 

I have diſcharged my conſcience, and 


faithfully admoniſbed you of your duty, and 


warned you of the danger of neglecting it, and 
if you will ſtill go on to provoke Gop, by 
the horrid profanation of his holy day, re- 
member your 4e:/ful- neglects of this nature 
will be much more aggravated for the future, 
and this ſermon, this ſolemn providence, this 
wor ſhipping aſſembly, will riſe up in judgment 


againſt 
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againſt you. But, brethren, I hope better 
things of you, and thi ngs that accompany ſal- 
vation, though T thus ſpeak *. 

I ſhall addreſs myſelf to the relations of the 
deceaſed, and ſo conclude, | 

It is but a few days ſince we were ſo- 
lemnizing the funeral of one of your dear re- 
latives, and now we are called to do the like 
melancholy office for another; the two bro- 
thers died in a few days of each other. And 
you may take up holy Job's mournful com- 
plaint, He hath broken us with breach upon 
breach*. Gop hath exerciſed you with ſor- 
row upon ſorrow®, Deep calleth unto deep, 
and G O D's waves and billows in quick ſuc- 
ceſſion roll over you %; and the clouds return 
after the rain.. Beware of murmuring and 
repining againſt Gop, but adore his ſove- 
reignty, and acknowledge his wi/dom and 

goodneſs, his juſtice and equity, his truth and 

Gaithfulnes, in all his diſpenſations how af- 
flictive ſoever ; and ſay, The Lord ts righte- 
ous in all bis ways, Jus holy in all his works *. 
He is a rock, his work is perfect, for all his 
ways are judgment ; a GOD of truth, and 
 roithout iniquity, juſt and right is be . Say 
in the language of ſubmiſſion, It is the Lord, 
tet him dh what ſeemeth him good h Shall we 


receive 


2 Heb. vi. . d Job xvi. 12. © Phil. ii. 27. 
4 Pfal. xlii. 7. * Ecclef. xii. 2. ' Pal. cxlv. 17. 
Deut. xxxii. 4. d 1 Sam. iii. 18. 


| * * = 
confideration recommended. 33 


receive good at the hand of GOD, and ſpall 
we not receive evil" ? The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; and bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord *, 

Death is come up into your windows, and 
entered into your houſes', and how ſoon the 
ſovereign Lord of your lives, in whoſe hands 
your breath is, may give it a commiſſion to 
ſeize you, and ſummon you to judgment, 
he only knows, Theſe are awful providences, 
and the /anguage of them is, hear the rod, 
and who hath appointed it u; and prepare to 
follow your deceaſed relations #0 the grave, 
the houſe appointed for all living". To the 
place from whence they ſhall not return, till the 
heavens be no more. Prepare to follow them 
to that S d world, to which you hope they 
are gone before you. Be ye followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
miſes b. 

Let the widow, who has loſt a /aving and 
tender huſband, ſay, the will of the Lord be 
done ; and acquieſce in his providential diſpo- 
al; and be mindful of thoſe comfortable 
paſſages, let the widows truſt in med. Thy 
maker is thine huſband, the Lord of hoſts is his 
name. Beware of entertaining hard thoughts 


of God, or diſtruſting his providence ; but be 
my BE 9 found 


i Job ii. 10. & ſob i. 1. ! Jer. ix. 21. 


m Mic. vii. o. a Job xxx. 23. * [ob xiv. 12. 
154 = - ; 14. liv. 1. 


? Heb. vi. 12. 
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found in the way of your duty, and thus 
truſt in him for whatever concerns you, ho 
7s a father to the fatherleſs, and a huſband to 
the widow. 

Let the children of the deceaſed, who have 
loſt a kind and indulgent father, patiently 
ſubmit to the divine will, Learn obedience 
by the things that you ſuffer ; turn to him that 
ſniteth you, and jeek the Lord of hofts*. Of- 
ten call to mind his provs inſtructians, and put 
in practice, the good advice he at any time 

ve you, and follow his example as far as he 
followed Chrift, Carefully avoid whatever was 
amſs in his conduct, and let whatever was 
praiſe-worthy and commendable in him, ſurvive 
and live in cu. Endeavour above all things 
to ſecure a covenant intereſt in Gor, as your 
reconciled father in Chriſt, and then your pre- 
ſent loſs, will be abundantly made up, and 
you may derive Hgrong conſolation from him, 
under all your troubles, ho relieveth the fa- 
therleſs, as well as the widnw*. And in whom 
the fatherleſs findeth mercy *, And finally, 
Sorrow not as others who have no no hope ; for i 
we believe, that Jeſus died and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo, that fe ep in n Feſus, will 
GOD bring with him. Bleſſed" are the 
dead that die in the Lord from henceforth, 
even fo ſaith the ""_ for they reſt from 


their 


f If, fx. 13. t Plal, exlvi. . 8 na. 
” I Theſ. iv. 13. 
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hy r labours, and their works do follow 
them. 

And methinks, the language of the pious 
dead i is, “ Weep not for us, but weep for your- 
" ſelves for while you ſow i in tears, we reap 
ce in joy; everlaſting joy is upon our beads, 
* we have obtained joy, and gladneſs, and all 
* ſorrow and ſighing is eternally fled away”. 
« All the fountains of joy are opened to us, 
« and flow pure and unmixed for ever. We 
« dwell in perfect peace, and flow in pureſt 
© pleaſures; Gon has baniſhed all ſorrow 
t from our hearts; and for ever wiped away 
: all tears from our eyes* ; and made us drink 
F the river of bis pleaſures*; in whoſe 
« preſence there is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe 
ce right hand there are unallayed pleaſures for 


&« pyermore b. 


** While you are deploring your loſs, we are 


„ triumphing in our un/peakable gain; and 
« are in the ſecure poſſeſſion of a 8 
* that will grow into a compleat felicity, in 
the eternal kingdom of Gop ; and that we 
< can tell you, from our own experience, 
6 is worth dying for; and that we would 
te willingly undergo a thouſand deaths to 
« obtain, were we left to our choice. 
« While you are deprived of our company, 
e and bewailing the loſs of it, it ſhould 
E 2 « filence 


* Rev. xiv, 13. + Iſa. li 11. * Rev.vii.17. 
* Pal. xxxiv. 8. Pal. xvi. 11. 
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filence your tumultuous paſſions, and miti- 
gate and aſſwaye your grief, to think that we 
are with Chriſt, which is far better*, than to 
have continued longer, in your vale of tears ; 
that we are joined to the innumerable com- 
pany of angels, to the general aſſembly and 
church of the firſt born, which is written in 
heaven; to Jeſus the mediator of the new 
covenant, to GOD the judge of all; and to 
the fpirits of juſt men made perfect“. 

% While you are ſtrangers and ſojourners here 
on earth, as all our fathers were, the days 
of our pi lerimage, are happily accompli bed, 
and we are entered, upon that everlaſting 


reſt, which remaineth for the people of G0 Df. 


« While you are running the race that is ſet 


Here you, and have ſtill many difficulties, 
to encounter and ſurmount, in that way to 
heaven, we have finiſhed our courſe with 


Joy® and obtained the ian prize, and 


laid hold on eternal life“. 


While you are conflicting with fin, a 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 


ec 


temptations to it; all our fins and imperfecti- 
ons are done away for ever; and we are put 
into a happy incapacity of finning againſt 
God, or of being tempted to fin. GOD 
has bruiſed ſatan under out feet, and put us 
far out of the reach, of the fiery darts, and 


* fatal influences of that wicked one ; all the 
22 powers of darkneſs lie vanquiſhed at our 


ee feet 


© Phil. 5 j. 23. eb i. 22. Nl. xxxix. 12. 


1 Heb. iv. 9. 82 Tim. iv. 7. 1 Tim. vi. 19. 
I Row vw 2 
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feet and will never be able to tempt and 


t“ diſturb us more. 
“ While you are called out, 70 fight the 
te good fight of faith, and are perhaps doubt- 
0 ful, what will be the final iſue of the com- 
& bat, we have vanquiſhed and overcome, and 
are more than conquerers, through him that 


« that hath loved us *, and triumph in Chriſt 


c for ever. 


While you are toſſed, in the troubled ocean, 


&©« ofa vain and wicked world, and muſt expect 


t to meet with a ſtormy and tempeſtucus paſ- 


„ ſage through it; we have gained the long 
« wiſh'd for port, and are ſafely landed in the 
© regions of bliſs and immortality, where we 
& are out of the reach of form and tempeſts, 
te and all is calm and ſerene for ever, and there 
« is nothing to ruffle and 4; iſcompoſe our 
* minds; nothing to diſturb our peaceful 
1 fruition of Gop the ſupreme good. 

% While you have death the king of ter- 
&« rours, to encounter and overcome, we have 
ce con awed it for ever; we bave walked 
« through the dark valley of the ſhadow of 
« death, which you have yet to, paſs, and 
« have found it, a /afe * 1 to a bleſſed 
, immortality; to the world of liſe, where 
neither death, nor any of the harbingers 
« of it, can poſlibly enter, where there is 
% no more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, 
5 neither. 


& Rom: viii. 39, 
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neither ſhall there be any more pam, for 


the former things are paſſed away \. 


fFTread in our 7rack, and follow our eps, 
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and you will ſoon arrive at the heavenly 


world, Be faithful unto death, and then 


you may look it in the face with peace and 
comfort, when ever it comes, and triumph: 
over the fears of it; and ſhall receive, from 
the hands of your merciful Saviour, the 
crown of life”, as we have done before you: 
A few more ſcenes of affliction and ſor- 
rove, a little more faith and patience, and 
all will be well for ever. In the mean time 
remember, that the /uferingsof this life, are 
nt worthy to be compared with the glory, you 


hope is to be revealed in you", And that theſe 
light affiiftions, which are but for a moment, 


will (if you behave as you ought under 


them) work out for you, a far more ex- 


ceeding and eternal weight of glory® ; be a 
means to enhance your future felicity, and 
brighten your crown. 

« Beware of the bewitching vanities, of a 
deceitful world ; and take care you do not 
facrifice, the joys and glories of eternity, to 
the pleaſures of fin, which are but for a 


« ſeaſon v; and a ſhort one too, for they are 
«< no ſooner born, but they languiſh and die, 


10 


and leave a „ing behind them in the con- 


. * ſcience, which will overthrow your peace; 


ce and 


1 Revel. xxi. 4. * Revel. ii. 1ĩ- Rom. viii. 18. 
© 2 Cor. iv. 179. P Heb. xi. 25. 
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*« and by your wickedneſs and folly defeat 
« your hopes of a happy immortality; but 
« live in the daily exerciſe, of repentance to- 
% wards GOD, and faith in our Lord Feſus . 
* Chriſt, and lives of fincere obedience and de- 
« vofeaneſs to him, and you will ſoon be the 
* afſectates of our bliſs, and as happy as we. 

We are waiting for your ſafe arrival, 
t at our bleſſed world, and ready to wel- 
* come you to the happy manſions above, 
« where, if you follow our faith, and pa- 
c fience, and charity, and piety, we ſhall 
« meet again, never to part more; and be 
ee employed, through the endleſs ages of a 
bleſſed eternity, in aſcribing, bleſſing, and 
« honour, and glory, and power, to him that 
« fitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb 
« for ever and ever%, And nothing will be 
« wanting to compleat our happineſs for ever, 
ce but the joyful morning of the reſurrection, 
« when Chriſt will change our humble bodies, 
« and faſhion them like, unto bis glorious body, 
« For this corruptible, muſt put on incor- 
&« ruption, and this mortal, muſt put on im- 
« mortality: So when this corruptible, ſhall 
« Hawe put on incorruption, and this mortal 
ie ſhall have put on immortality, then Mall be 
« brought to paſs, that ſaying that 15 written, 
« death is ſwallowed up in victory. O death, 
cc "where is thy fling 2 O grave where is thy 
« victory? 


c 


1 Revel. v. 13. Phillip. iii. 21, 
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&« victory? the ſling of death is fin, and the 
« ſtrengtb of fin is the law: But thanks be to 
e GOD, who giveth us the victory, through 


* cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt “. 


* 1 Cor. xv. 53, 54, 55, 56, 57. 
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